Ancient Mesopotamia Standard 2(2.2-2.3)

· Located in present day Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Jordan.

· Mesopotamia is the land between the rivers. (Tigris and Euphrates)

· The area was populated by the Stone Age (Neo-lithic-new Stone Age) farmers who developed the first civilization by developing their villages into cities.

· A. Ur

· B. Erech- both built by using earth and water

· Located in the southern portion of Mesopotamia.

· Developed by increased trade. (First to use wheeled vehicles)

· They traded with the Egyptians and the civilizations of India.

· Water was the key element to survive, control of it often led to war between rival city-states.

· Extensive Irrigation was a priority.

· Need for more control led the ruler of the city-states to divide the jobs such as tax collection and record keeping. This freed him up to perform his other duties of being a religious leader and a military leader.

· The society was based on a Hierarchy, which meant that people were separated by rank in society depending on who they were and what they did in the city.

· Ex-King, leading officials, priests, merchants, artisans, peasant farmers, slaves.

· Religion was very important. The Sumerians believed their gods lived as they did. To honor them they built Ziggurats where sacrifices took place.

· Writing developed to keep records in the cities. Cuneiform form the Latin Cuneus meaning wedge, developed from a series of pictures.

· Math and Astronomy were also developed which resulted in a calendar to keep track of planting seasons.

· With growth of civilizations the want to take what others have comes prominent.

· Large empires controlled by Warrior Kings Soon developed.

· Organizations were a key factor.

· First to do this was Sargon- ruler of the Acadians; he conquered and united the Sumerian city-states (2300 B.C.)

· The next powerful ruler was Hammurabi king of the Babylonians. The first set of laws was called the Code of Hammurabi made collected or codifies the previous laws. His laws were broke into criminal and civil laws.

· There were other people in the area of the Mesopotamia that had power. Hittites from Asia Minor (Turkey) Brought Iron technology when they invaded. Assyrians vicious warriors controlled the area form C. 500 years

· Neburchadnezzsar revives the power of the Babylonians in 612 B.C. (Hanging gardens) Developed a large empire.

· The Persians led by Cyrus took over and became one of the largest empires yet. The rulers practiced Ritual tolerance by letting the conqured people keep their laws and traditions

· Persian Religion (Zoroaster) Ahura Mazda and Ahriman
· Phoenicians spread the alphabet through trade and record keeping. This was passed to all cultures they encountered. 
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