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he military strategy for Operation Iraqi
T Freedom was different from the strafeqgy
for the Persian Gutf War, instead of g
long bombing campaign before the invasion,
the air aftack and invasion were planned for .
the same tfime. The Americans also used a much
smaller military force for this war, Some military
experfs even felt that the invasion force was too
small to win such o war. These experts knew that
although the fragl army had grown weaker over
the years, it still numbered about 400,000 men. ' <%

Affer the bombing attack that was meant to kil dedc:m_Hussein, the Iragi army began

firing surface-to-surface missiles at coalition bases in Kuwait and setting fire to oil wells in
southern fraq.

On the night of March 21, 2003, coalition forces streamed into southern irag and a
massive aerial assault was launched against the capital city of Baghdad, destroying
w many important milifary targets. These air attacks were referred fo as a “shock and

- awe” campaign. This atone, though, did not fopple Hussein’s government.

Why do you think the American milifary thought
they could win this war with fewer soldiers than
they had used in the Persian Gulf War?
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The Cdoii’rion f0r¢éé-,'q0ickly captured two airfields in westem irag fo prevent them from - |
Jaunching Scud missile affacks against Israed - as they had in the Persian Gulf War in 1991, =
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w The strategy of the coalition commanders was fo bypass most of the major clties in
< the south and focus on taking Baghdad, the capital City: and the center of Saddam
Hussein’s authority in the country. Coalition armies would first be met by cheering

crowds, but also quickly came to face massive civil disorder and chaos.
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to put down or suppress.
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ief officer or leader

T awe | | to move or bring forward
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E | topple a military operation 5

a person with a special skill 6 |

, sincer |
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prevent

G | expect

feeling of admiration or fear 8 j

merp—

H commander
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I advance . to

3 | oppress to look forward to 10

g ER R

2 The codalition’s military invasion of Iraq was given the name Operation lragi
Freedom. Do you feel this is a suitable name? Defend your answer. '

3. The codlition forces 'feli that the lraqi peopie would welcome them as liberators. Do
- youfeel there was qgoodchancé of this 'hqppening? Why o__rv.why not? '
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1. Fill in each blank with the correct word from the reading.

a) Alengthy campaign before the invasion of frag was not planned
by the codlifion leaders this fime. ' :

b) The military plohne[s of Operation lragi Freedom planned the land invasion and the
aftack for the same time,

c) The Americans also had a much ‘ force compared to that in
the 1991 Persian Guif War. '

d) It was thought that the ragi army numbered about men.

e) The first codlition bombing atiack was an attempt to kil

f) The warbeganon . 2003,

2. the correct answers.

a) The air Gﬁoék on Baghdad was called:
 steel rain shOCk andawe  punishment alley ‘fjre'e‘dom fighters
b) The EooiiTion forces were erdid the Iragis would fire Thesré into Israel.
Scud miésfles Po'friof missies  stediih bombs  hand grenades
¢) Codilition strategy was to bypass the smaller cifies and concem‘ro’re on.

Damascus Karbala Dahuk Baghdad
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3. Answer each question with complete sentences.

a) Why do you think the Iragis set fire to their own oil wells?

b) Why do you think the Ameficans were so concemed about lsrael staying out of the war?

c) Why do you think coalition leaders expecTed ’rhe conflict to end qurckiy and without
much effori? Why didn’t it? :
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