Most of the what ifs of Pe

ol Ha ‘”f’ T L-V’E,@ ceniere ’i *a?(}:,mu, ff*’i circumstances

Poiad
of the day, and for Americans Ef’uﬂ’,}‘ run the gamut from deliverance to uttey

disaster. What if, for example, all three Pacific F oot aiveraft carriers had been

at anchor thar Sunday morning of December 77 (1 The Saratoga was being
repaired and vefitted on the Pacific coast, the Enterpri e and the Lexingron
were iﬁf vowr vt or Bones i Winle a :'1 [\/{il FIN fc*‘f‘f' ) ] co of ealem OTE . 1Y
ETe AeUVEeTINg i,;wh_s to Woake and Mawway 1SIAn “he loss Of even ong, O
SeTIons dcmaa;za to all three, would have mn'z;‘wn,d [)8, strategy not just for
the first months of 1942 but for the entire war, Without carviers, there could
have been no victory ar Midway, no landing az Guadalcanal. What if, too,

o 9 rm 3 an 1o A e s e v ; TR - ,‘.'.".: P o o T | A -
the Japanese had not limited their attacks to a singie morning but had hung
&y ]

around Hawaii for a day or two longer, tme en wugh o strike the American

o

submarine yards and to destroy the aboveground tank farm, with its 4 5 il

lion, barrels of cil? {Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, whe took over cm‘mnamd of

the Pacific Fleet after Pearl Harbor, e stimated that the loss of the ol would
have added two vears to the war. ) Conversely, what would have happened if

the United States had been better prepared—the Pearl Harbor commanders

.t

had received war warnings, after all. What if torpedo nets had been rigged

around the battleships {z?zw weren't) o if the Japanese attackers had met

i -
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serious opposition in the skies above Oahue? The result might not have been «,

day that will live in infary.”

[heve is another possibilivy, which John Lukacs brings up in the chapter

that follows. What if the sneak attack of December 7 had never taken plyce
What if America’s war with both Japan an ':!, .}emz,(m:y had been put on hold>
The prospect was, as Lukacs maintains, not out of the question. Would

have changed the outcome of the war?

JOHN LUKACS, a professor emeritus of history at Chesnur Hill
College, Philadelphin, is Eﬁh&: znﬂthoz of many books, among them The

Duel: The Fighey-Day f«)muggie Between Churchill and Hitler, The Hitles

of History, A Thread of Years, Five Days in London, May 1940, and.
maost recently, Churchill: Visionary, Statesman, Historian. He lives in

Pennsylvania,
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3N NOVEMBER 21, 1G41—ir was the Friday afrer Thanksgiving

/ Day—-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt took up a pencil on

his desk and wrore this mer morandum:

6 MONTHS
L U.S. to resume economic refations—some oil and rice—imaore

larer.

2. Japan to send no more fmo;is.,, to Indochina or Manchurian bor-

.
b

der or any place South (Durch, Brir. or Si M)

3. Japan to agree not to invoke tripartite pact {th@ allinnce signed
in Seprember 1940 by Japan, Germany, and Iraly] even i1 US, pers

nto Buropean war.

4. US. to introduce Japs to Chinese o talk things over hur U.S.

take no part in the CONVersarions.

LATER ON PACIFIC AGREEMENTS,

He called this proposal a “modus vivendi,” a rerm that was Current in
Washington durin g those days, meaning a temporary accommodation
with Japan, in view of the accuinulating news of the prospect of an
Imminent war herween Japan and the United Stares, The president sent
this memorandum over to the secretary of state, Cordel]l Hull.

Up to this point, eve oty historian accepts the statement of these facts,
but more than sixty years later there is srill a roiling controversy about

what happened soon afterws re.

tos
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Some histortans—professional as well as amareur-—argue thae this
was Franklin Roosevelt’s greatest mistake. By November 21 C1941 he
knew that the Japanese were abourt to go to war with the United States,
most probably at the end of the first week in December, inchuding an
actack as far east as Pearl Harbor. By procrastinating and in effect pog:.
poning a, by and large, inevitable war with Japan, Roosevelt cop.
- tributed to the great Allied crisis in May 1942 that nearly resulted in
rhe final victory of Hitler and of his allies in the Second World War.

Other historians do not accept this thesis: they claim that the DOSE-
ponement of a war with fapan in late 1941 did not essentially affect the
sutcome of World War 1L

5o tet us now sum up what really happened, and whar were its greay
and grave consequences.

Throughour November 1941 there was more and more evidence of 5
mrobable Japanese atrack on American and/or Brivish possessions in the

“acific and in the Far Fast as we?} as on the MNetherlands Ez‘-xs;%:_ indies

since the _§zz‘zpzmese government had sent two special envoys, Admiral
Kichisaburo Nomura and Saburo Kurusy, 1o make a last attempt in
Washingron to negotiate a remporary settlement with the United

e
!

States. They were entrusted with two Japanese overall proposals, A and

H

B. Proposat B included ar least a few Japanese concessions. It was com-
municated by these envoys on November 20, Thanksgiving Day 1941,

s

1 - . .
tey the secrerary of state. lts contents were available to their recipients

days before, due to the American decoding. The two Japanese envoys in

£ o . 1 .

Washington were honest men. They were emissaries of the emperor and
b

£t . -y .
of those conservative japanese statesmen who, unlike most Japanese

itary leaders, wished to avoid war with the United Stares.

fa,
-l
[
""?

3
et
-

hus the Japanese government, on top, could be described as
Tiou 3 1 : - - Toi T o P -
aivided, bur, in 2 way, s0 was the American one. Like Nomura and
Kurusy, President Roosevelt, however reluctantly, was willing to give a

[ W S e e e sk v n e h e e o e m o e - - 1.
last try. So were some officials in the State Department who realized

[ae}
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that there were some grounds for a possible compromise berween Roo-
sevelt’s “rmodus vivendi” and the Japanese Proposal B. Thus on Novern-
ber 22 they formulated the Roosevelt memorandum into a more precise
and official American modus vivendi.

The modus vivendi was then shown to America’s allies and friends:
the Chinese, Dutch, and British. The last two, including Winston
Churchill, accepted it, though with some reluctance. The Chinese
lobby argued against it vehemently. Secretary of State Hull, too, was
inclined not to present the modus vivendi to the Japanese; instead he
drafted a ten-point proposal requiring, among other things, a Japanese
withdrawal from China, which he knew the Japanese 'W(‘)t;aiu_ not accept.

There is no disagreement among historians about these events and
their circumstances. However——even after a long relephone conversa-

¢

tion with Churchill, who said, “Isn't this roo thin a diet tor the Chi-

Fal

nese " —Roosevelt averruled Hull, “Ir s worth a ery: unless the Japs fir

t

the first shor,” he said, “and we will not maneuver them ineo doing s0.”

So it happened. He called Kurusu and Nomura to the Whire House
sn November 25. He charmed them with his customary bonhomie. He
gave them rhe American modus vivendt prf‘ammila and said, “Let us not
argue now about its details, Transmit it to vour Emperor with my sincere
good wishes.”

So it was. The Japanese gras 1% fleet was ahout to sail forth the nexr
day from Hitokappu Bay, ready o drive sast across the North Pacific, to
a point abour 275 miles north of Pearl Harbor. Twelve hours before sail-
ing its mission was canceled—through the influence of the japanese
emperor zmr;fi his conservative chamberlains. Thousands of Japanese
officers and sailors climbed over its armaments and hawsers, clambering
ashore. Their bitterness spread wide among the Japanese people, espe-
cially their high milirary officers, many o f whotn were eager and ready to
g0 to war against the United | States and Britain

Winston Churchill, who for months had impecﬁ_ that perhaps the
United States would finally join in the war against Hitler by getting

&

into a war with Japan, was disappointed but not bitrer; he kept on wag-
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ing his war during that dark and gloomy winter of 1941, His new ally
Sealin had mixed feelings. On the one hand, he koew by early Decem—
ber 1941 thar Moscow would not fall to the Germans—in part because
of the large contingent of Russian troops that he had rransferred to the
central front, denuding his Siberian borders across Japanese-occupied
Manchuria. On the other hand, he could not be sure that the Japanese
military, frustrated because of the temporary modus vivendi with the
Unired States, would not soon attack Russia in accord with their Ger-
man ally.

Adolf Hitler, too, was of two minds. He had thought, and planned,
that a Japanese war with the Americans and the British in the Pacific
would tie down the bulk of the American navy there, diminishing irs
support of the British in the Avtlantic, At the same time he was angry art
the temporary asacndﬂm of Emperor Hirohito and of his conservative
chamberlains over the militarists. “Just ke the King of Iraly! he said to
Ribbentrop and Goebbels. {In one of his table conversations he praised
the German Social Democrats, who at least had gorten rid of the
Hohenzollern monarchy in 1918.)

During the winter months of early 1947, the war in the Arlantic
went on. There were a few incidents between German submarines and
American ships—the latrer shadowing and supporting British ones—
hut, still, not enough for N onsevelt to call for a declaration of war
against Germany. Hitler repeatedly confirmed, ever more stringently,
his Junie 21, 1941, directive to his naval forces: avoid any kind of inci-
dent with the Americans, even if the larter commence firing. American
journalists, such as William Shirer, were permitred to stay in (ermany
and file their dispatches (though they were shadowed by police); the
deporration of jews eastward had begun, but those few Jews who were
American citizens remained untouched; Hitler also decided ro postpone
the deportations of Jews from Berlin. Meanwhile, the building of the
American war economy and armaments went on and on, though

sccompanied by increasing criticism from Republicans, some of them
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tamenting publicly that much of the American production of arms was
going to Britain, and sorae of it even to the Russians.

N - . .. S Ty S i

And for Brirain and Russia the skies were carkening. Both Sealin and

Churchill, in their different wavys, were he eginning to doubt wherher the

United Stares would, or indeed could, enter the war. Hirler's armies,

o P 0 Lo vy o
nlike Napoléon’s, survived the cruel Russian winter after a fow fempo-

rary retreats, remaining largely intace. In May 1942 they resumed their
3 e g -
invasion of sourhern and central Ru issia, driving rapidly roward the Do
N S £ P A R ]
and Volga, approaching the Cauvcasus. Stalin was deeply depressed,
& b

since the flow of equipment that was reaching him from British and

American ports narrowed down o a trickle. Ar the same rime the

™. : 1o e 1. Toe T2oie: L. e
brilliant “[esert Fox,” Field Marshal Rommel, bear rhe Brirish our of

Libya, corralled more than 30,000 British and Empire prisoners in
Tobruk, and was about to march almost unhindered roward the Sue-
Canal when things were suddenly changi ing on the other side of the
world.

On May 25, the six-maonth modus vivendi would expire. There were
desultory negotiations ahour it ts possinle prolongation in the spring. Rur
neither the A ar nor }agj);m@se negotiations were able to offer more
reciprocal concessions. On the American side, President Roosevelt's
situation was difficult, since the terms of the original modus vivendi,
essentially a secrer document, had leaked our throughout the winter.
One group of Republicans, “Asia Firsrers,” accused the 'g‘n;'@sic:%emi of sell-
Ing out C?nm_a; another group, led by Senaror Robert Taft (and SUD-
ported by Charles Lindhergh), accused Roosevelt of trying to get the
United Stares into a war with Germ: v “through the back door,” thar
Is, pmvol{ ng war with japan. Yet the fatal chain of events occurred not
in Washingron but in Tokyo,

The Japanese milirarises, fret ting against the modus vivendi and the
conservatives of the Imperial Court, took matters into their hands,

Thév were encouraged by

!
ge the German victories. They were convificed

!

that Japan’s hour of decision must no longe ger be postponed. On May 20

Lh
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they assassinared Kurusu, the peaceraking Japanese envoy, who hag
just been called back from Washington. They made the emperor move
away from his chamberlains and advisers, 1o Sansushi Palace, where o
crown council was convoked on May 25, The army chiefs argued thyr
Japan must no longer refrain from fulfilling her commirments to the Tri.
partite Pact with Germany: this was a matter of Japanese honor. The
alternative was going to war with the Anglo-Saxon imperialists in the
Ear Fast and western Pacific. Another alrernative was {the 1941 Sovier.
Japanese Neutrality Treaty notwithstanding) to attack the Sovier
Ulnion from the Bast, in concert with the Germans advancing across
FEuropean Russia. The third alternative, that of prolonging the modus
vivendi, involving more concessions o the Americans, had the fewes
SUpporters.

The session went on into the night. In the end, the emperor felr
forced ro compromise. There would be no declararion of war against the
United States, but one against Britain (and the Nerherlands), effective
at once, with coordinared invasions of Hong Kong, Malaya, Siam, and
che East Indies. The milirarists hoped (and many of them thought) thar
with the dismal situation of Britain and Kussian mind, the Americans
might not choose to go to war, at least not ar that time.

They were wrong. President Rooseve 1t immediately demanded thar
the Japanese halr their atracks against the Rritish and Dutch ;:ﬁ{‘;essessicms
within twenty-four hours. ' EM‘M‘ was no response from Tokyo, and on
May 28 fapanese planes atracked and sank five ships in Hong Kong har-
bor, including an American passenger vessel and a destroyer. Four hun-
dred Americans lost their lives. This melted much of congressional
opposition away. Roosevels declared Maﬁg 78 “a day of infamy,” and
Congress declared war on Japan the next dav, with only six senators and
fifry congressmen a bstaining {the same e rumber as on April 6, 6, 1917).

That same day the president authorized the rransport of three hune
dred Sherman tanks to Africa for the beleaguered Brirish. They would
arrive there just in time. Churchill’s newly appointed Field Marsh hal

L\/;l)ﬁ?b(“l’ﬁ@i ¥oWwWan 3 E e U0 h:}ii 3t \uﬂﬁk &‘)‘;“ﬁhi{ € ‘_\"li‘v 51 KLY ”‘Uif 5 WesT Uf
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the Nile. Three months later Montgomery felt strong enough to attac k
the German-iralian army at Bl Alamein, leading to the first C(}E";Si(fiﬁ%i?-‘
ahle Brirish victory in the field.

Churchill had planned ro come to Washingron at the en v of May,
but once he heara} of the Kurusu murder and a new japanese govern
ment and of the imminent Japanese arrack on Hong Kong, Malaya,
Singapore, etc., he chose to remain in London. (He also thought it best
not to give any ammunition to isolationist R@pubiicqu} He waited for
2 month and arrived in Washington on the last day of June. Addressing
Congress, he cited “eomwell: ““The Lord hath delivered our enemies to
s, Yer, Roosevele told him thar he was still not able to go to Congress
for a declaration of war against Germany, since there were too few inci-
dents in the Atlantic berween the German and American navies. But
they agreed on a master plan.

American naval forces and Marines would occupy the Azores,
Madeira, and the Cape Verde Istands in October 1942, (There would be
no trouble with the Porruguese: Churchill would attend to that). Then
in carly November American forces would invade and liberate French
North Africa without officially declaring war on Germany. Churchill

was elated. He and R umswif coordinated the American invasion of
North Africa with the British offensive across Libya. And so it bap-
pened, somerime berween Ocrober 24 and November 8. A week larer a
Russian counterotfensive encir i d the German Sixch Army west of
Stalingrad. The turning point of World War 11 had come.

i
1 Bast the Japanese had forced the

’r‘f”‘

During these months v the
British to surrender 5?11@3?0‘{6 é,gm;mimous‘iy But the U.8. Navy, unlike
in 1941, was no longer concentrated at or near Hawaii. Two task forces
had been moved to the Philippines in the spring of 3942, and in the Bat-
tle of Wake lsland in October 1942 {aided by the decoding of japanese
;

radio signals) Admirals Spruance and Oldendorf destroyed half of

Japan's aircrafr carriers. Pressed by Tokyo's insistent demands, Hirler did

not precisely declare war but asserted “a state of defensive warfare” with
the Unired Stares on November 10, 594}2, a day afrer Americans had

0
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landed in Morocco and Algiers. (The president proclaimed that thyg

amnounted to a German declararion of war, which even his bitterest cpip.

3 S | 1 e T =T L Yoy ) - 7
ics found difficult to deny.) The stage was set for an invasion of Europe

by the Americans and Bz”i?;i_sh
1
H

The rest we know. The Japanese fought bicterly in the Far Bast and

on the seas, on one occasion coming close to northwestern Australia,
hut eventusily they were conguered. Hitler killed himself in his under.

v they | el
ground bunker in Berlin. After two arom bombs were cast on Japan and

Stalin enrered the war against the Japanese, they surrendered.
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