Ancient Mesopotamia  4000 b.c.

Location- East of the Mediterranean Sea in the shape of a crescent Consisting of the present day countries of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Israel.

Fertile Crescent- Area of Ancient Mesopotamia-Mesopotamia means land between two rivers

,  The two rivers The Tigris and Euphrates.

The Civilization grew from the very fertile soil found between the two rivers.  Similar to Egypt but different in many aspects, one being the floods came at irregular times. Also they could go through times of Drought, which means a period of very little rainfall.

Innovations the ancient Mesopotamians were able to adapt to the environment in several ways.  The development of irrigation ponds to insure that they will have water when they need it. 

The people of ancient Mesopotamia were able to grow a wide variety of foods such as Wheat, Barley, Onions’ lettuce and several spices.  These people also herded animals, which helped if the planted crops were not good enough to feed every one.

First Civilization was that of Sumer in southern Mesopotamia The Sumerians were the first to invent the wheel and they also had a complex system of writing called Cuneiform.  Created to keep records of farm production it soon developed into a large written language.

