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Class Expectations:  PRIDE

· Preparedness—Be in the classroom when the bell rings with necessary materials (pencil, paper, textbook, netbook, and completed assignments).
· Respect—Listen and follow directions.  Help create a classroom environment that is conducive to learning.
· Integrity—Take responsibility to learn the material and show what YOU learn.  
· Determination—Always be attentive and productive.  Use time wisely.  
· Engagement—Participate by taking notes, asking and answering questions, joining activities, and completing assignments. 
Policies:

· Materials: bring all materials for both courses to the entire block

· Netbook: policy on additional handout

· Tardies: be in your seat when it is time for class to begin

· Passing Period: During the mid-block break, students are allowed to use the restroom or water fountain only.

· Late Work: Work not turned in will result in half credit.  No late work accepted after one calendar week.
· Weighted Grades:

· 40% - Tests, Projects, and Quizzes

· 30% - Writing

· 20% - Homework

· 10% - Participation, Bell ringers
· Grading Policies: The following scale will be used for all courses:

· 100-90
A

· 89-80
B

· 79-70
C

· 69-60
D

· 59-0 
F

Curriculum Outline:  

English curriculum is driven by the history topics.  Assignments and readings will align with themes covered in history class.

United States History Big Ideas

First 9 Weeks: 
1. How did America grow and change during the late 1800’s?
2. What was America’s response to the problems created by industrialization, urbanization, and immigration?
3. How did the aftermath of the Civil War change American society?

4. How did America emerge as a world power?
Second 9 Weeks:

1. How did American involvement in WWI change America’s status among world powers?
2.   How did culture and politics change in the United States after WWI?
3. What factors led to the Great Depression? How did the New Deal lead to the end of the Depression?

Third 9 Weeks:
1. What were the causes and consequences of World War II?

2. How did America respond to the growth of Communism?
3. How did the civil rights era reshape American society?
Fourth 9 Weeks:
1. How did the US combat the spread of Communism in Southeast Asia and Cuba?
2. How did Vietnam and Watergate lead to American distrust of the government?
3. What is the role of the United States in the modern world?
English IX

First 9 Weeks

· Research Riddle

· The Odyssey
· Romeo and Juliet
· Parts of speech
Second 9 Weeks
· Slaughterhouse Five

· Novel Presentations
· Reed/Kellogg diagrams
Third 9 Weeks

· A selection of nonfiction, short stories and poetry

· To Kill A Mockingbird
· MLA formatted research paper
Fourth 9 Weeks

· Animal Farm
· Eliminating weak verbs and passive voice from writing
· Novel Presentations

Activities:

· Bellringers

· At Home At Harrison:  school introduction, school spirit, character expectations

· Spelling/Grammar/Vocabulary Exercises

· Mock Trials

· Debates

· Evaluation of Primary/Secondary Documents

· Analyze different scenarios in American history in a “what if” context to improve students critical thinking skills

Projects:

· Research Riddle
· Research Report

· Semester Student Character Development Projects

Essays:

· Persuasive Essay

· Responses to Literature/Literary Analysis

· Technical Documents
· Biographical/Autobiographical/Narrative Essay

Please use MLA format for all papers.  Head all papers in the following format:


Name


Teacher


Course

Word Count

Date

All typed documents must be written in 12-point font, Times New Roman style, double-spaced, with one inch margins.  Titles must be centered.

Assessments:

Assessments will consist of a combination of the following:

· Openers/Bellringers

· Journals

· Discussion Boards

· Class Participation

· Homework

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Projects

· Essays

· Multimedia Presentations
Required Textbook and Materials:

· McDougal Littell: Literature

· Write Source

· Prentice Hall: United States History: Reconstruction to the Present

· Netbook

· Flash Drive

· 3 Ring Binder

· 2 Folders

· Loose Leaf Paper

· Pencil/Pen (Black or Blue Ink)

Final Exam Policy:

Final Exams are worth 20% of semester grades.  Exams are cumulative (covering an entire semester's mastered content).

Exemption Policy-  Students may exempt two final exams if the following requirements are fulfilled:

1. A or B Average

2. No more than two tardies in the course

3. No more than five regular absences

4. Maintain citizenship

5. No missing assignments

Social Studies Mission Statement:


The Social Studies Department at Harrison High School is dedicated to using best practices to provide our students with exemplary social science education.  We will assist our students in becoming responsible citizens by focusing on the geographic, social, political, and economic forces that have shaped the world we live in today.  We will use available technology and data-driven instruction to provide equity and excellence for every student.

